
A Simple Guide To Ubuntu 9.10
Using The GNOME Desktop

By Che Dean aka Kereltis(online)

This document can be distributed free of charge online by anyone but may not be sold for 
profit by anyone apart from the author, Che Dean. It is for learning purposes only and is 
designed as an easy to follow guide for first time Ubuntu 9.10  users.  You may copy and 
distribute this document free of charge as you see fit.

This publication is dedicated to the open source community 
who are helping to make a better, more open world and to 

give people all over the world access to education and online 
communities.
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INTALLATION GUIDE

First off you're going to need a copy of the Ubuntu 9.10 ISO file burned onto a blank 
CD/DVD. You can get the ISO file by downloading it from http://www.ubuntu.com/. Once 
you have the ISO(image file) downloaded you then need to burn it to a CD/DVD. There are a 
number of ways to do this but my prefered option is Infrarecorder, it is a free CD/DVD burner that 
burns images very well. Make sure to choose burn Image file and not Data disc.

Once you have your Ubuntu 9.10 CD/DVD just put it into the PC that you wish to install it onto. 
Then reboot your PC and the installation should start straight away. 

This is the language selection screen and it is the first screen you will see when you boot 
from the Ubuntu CD/DVD. Select the language you wish to use and click enter.
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This screen will appear after you select your language and click enter. From here you want 
to select the second option “Install Ubuntu”.  Once you have it highlighted, click enter.
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The welcome screen will appear next. Choose your preferred language and click forward.

Next we have the “Where are you?” screen. From the Select City taskbar select the nearest 
location to you and click forward.
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Now have the keyboard selection screen. Choose your correct keyboard and type “@” into 
the test box to make sure you have the correct one chosen. When you are happy with your 
selection click forward.
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We now have the prepare disk screen. If you want to install Ubuntu as a single boot option 
rather than a dual boot option which would have as an example, Windows and Ubuntu 
installed, select Erase and use the entire disk and the Drive you wish to install Ubuntu 
on(WARNING: Installing Ubuntu on your entire hard disk will erase all data that is 
currently on the drive.).  Now click forward. Or, if you would prefer to partition the drive 
and dual boot with another operating system select Install them side by side. Choosing 
between them at startup. Then click forward.
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 You can specify the partition manually by cticking “Specify partition manually(advanced)”. Then 
drag the bar to the desired partition size.  When you are happy with the size, click forward.
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Ubuntu will then make sure that you are happy with your selection by showing you your chosen 
options. Click ok if you are happy with them. The “Who are you?” window appears next. 
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This is the Who are you? Screen. Enter your name and password you wish to use to log 
onto the system once Ubuntu is installed. If you are the only user, you can tick the Log in 
automatiacally box to avoid being asked for your password everytime you log in. When you 
are happy with your chosen password, click forward.
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Now the ready to install screen appears. If you are happy with all your selections simply 
click “Install” in the bottom right corner and off we go.
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When the installation wizard is complete you will get the above message. Just click 
“Restart Now” to complete the installation and start Ubuntu.
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THE BASICS

This is an image of the basic desktop you get with Ubuntu 9.10, using the Gnome desktop. 
You can also use Kubuntu 9.10 which uses the KDE desktop. Ubuntu is a free open source 
operating system(OS) that is built on Linux/Unix.  It can seem a bit difficult at first when 
you are used to using other more popular operating systems but with a little patience, you 
can pick it up quickly. It is actually much more functional than other operating systems on 
the market once you get used to it.

We'll start by looking at the drop down menu in the top left hand corner of your desktop. 
You will see three menus, Applications, Places and System. These menus are similar to the 
Start menu in windows. 
You will find your programs listed in groups on a drop down menu if you click on 
Applications.
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By mousing over each group in turn, you will get another popup menu which will show you 
the programs you have installed in that category. Ubuntu 9.10 comes with Mozilla Firefox, 
Open Office and Gimp 2.6 as part of the OS. It also comes with Empathy IM client and 
Evolution Mail. So you're pretty much good to go with the basics from the start.  You can 
also choose from a host of other, free, open source software, that is available from the 
default Ubuntu software libraries(repositories). You can get to this by clicking on Ubuntu 
Software Center, under the Applications menu.
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If you click on the Places drop down menu, you will get a list of  the folders on your hard 
drive. From here you can find your files, picture, documents, music and videos. You can 
also connect to your network or server from here. Another very handy option Ubuntu One 
has, is two gigabytes of online storage, free, for your personal use. You can upgrade to 50 
gigabytes if you choose. It can also be used for sharing files such as documents with work 
colleagues and friends.  From Places you can also search your computer for files.
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This is the System drop down menu. The two main menus under System are, Preferences 
and Administration. From here you can access tools to change your operating system 
options and customise it to your own needs and likes. System is a lot like Control Panel in 
Windows.
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The above picture shows you the Mozilla Firefox icon, by clicking this you can start the 
firefox web browser. The blue icon with the question mark is the help directory. You can 
use this if you need help with any aspect of Ubuntu.

On the far top right hand side of your desktop you will see the control menu, it is usually 
the name you registered when you were installing Ubuntu. In this case, it is my name, Che.

From here you can log into and out of Ubuntu, restart, shutdown and set your status for 
your online chat clients.
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The three icons you see here, marked in red are, Network Status, Volume Control and 
Email/IM Status. You can use these to check your network health, adjust the volume of 
your PC and check/recieve email and IM(Instant Messenger) messages.

In the bottom left hand corner of the screen you will see an icon of your desktop. This can 
be used to hide your open windows and show your desktop. By clicking it a second time 
your windows will reapear.

In the bottom right hand cormer you will see the icon for your recycle bin. If you right click 
on this icon you can choose to empty your recycle bin or restore files you've accidently 
deleted.  The other box icons you see placed just before the recycle bin icon are your 
multiple desktops. In Ubuntu and other Linux systems you can have as many desktops as 
you like. 
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Instead of opening and closing different windows while you work on a project, you can 
have them all open on different desktops and just flick between desktops by clicking these 
little square icons when needed. By right clicking on these icons you can go to preferences 
for your desktops and choose how many you want to suit your own needs.

An example of the multiple desktops in use
Using the desktop Cube effect
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To change the appearance of your desktop, click on System-->Preferences-->Appearance 
or right click on your desktop and choose Change Desktop Background.

The Appearance Preferences window will then appear and you can change and customise 
the look and feel of your desktop to suit your own needs and tastes.
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NETWORK SETUP
Connecting to the internet

Ubuntu normally connects to the internet automatically as it is installing if you are using a 
wired system. For wireless you will have to enter your details unless it is an open signal. 
Click System-->Preferences-->Network Connections to open the network manager.
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When you open the Network Manager you will see the following window.

From here you can manage and setup new network connections. To add a network 
connection select the correct tab, wired, wireless etc... Then click the ADD button.

Make sure the “Connect Automatically” box is ticked and then click “Apply”. Ubuntu will 
then detect any network connections, wired or wireless and prompt you for details if 
needed.
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SOFTWARE INSTALLATION

Now that you have a grasp of the basics we're going to take a look at software installation. 
There is a multitude of software available for Ubuntu. Everything from email clients, office 
software, sound and video software, games, emulators and just about everything else you 
can think of. Ok, lets get started!

If you click on “Applications” then “Ubuntu Software Center” you will open the software 
center and see the folowing window open.
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Once you have the Software Center open you can choose the type of software you want to 
look for by clicking on the various icons., accessories, games etc... Alternatively you can 
search for specific software if you know the name of the software you're looking for by 
typing the name into the search box in the top right corner. When you have chosen the 
software you want click on the right facing arrow box on the right hand side of the software 
package you have chosen. Then click install and wait for Ubuntu to do its work, you can see 
the progress of the installation by the progress bar. Any software that has a green circle 
with a white tick or check mark through it means it is already installed.
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I am now going to recommend some software packages that will help make your transition 
to Ubuntu easier. 

1 - Advanced Desktop Effects Setting(ccsm). You can find this by typing “Compiz 
Config” into the search box. This is a GUI(Graphical User Interface) for the compiz config 
program that lets you change and customise your OS to suit your needs. After it is installed 
it  can be found under System-->Preferences-->CompizConfig Settings Manager.

2 - Ubuntu Restricted Extras. You can find this by typing “Ubuntu” into the search box.

This will allow you to view and use online programs like Java, Flash  and codecs.

24



3  - Adobe Flash Plugin for Mozilla Firefox. You can find this by typing Adobe into 
the search box.

 
The above software recommendations should be installed first before anything else as they 
will make your life a lot easier in the long run.

If you click on Installed Software on the top left hand side of Ubuntu Software center, you 
get a list of all the software that is installed on your machine.

From here you can uninstall software you no longer use by double clicking on the name of 
the software and then clicking remove.

25



CompizConfig Settings Manager

If you click on System-->Preferences-->CompizConfig Settings Manager you will see the 
following window appear.

CompizConfig Settings Manager(CCSM) is a system configuration tool that you can use to 
change options and customise Ubuntu to your own needs. For example, if you want to use 
the Desktop Cube, you can turn it on in CCSM by ticking the box that is in front of Desktop 
Cube. This can be found under the Desktop area of CCSM. After you have enabled Desktop 
Cube you can hold down Ctrl + Alt + Left Mouse Button and move the mouse to see the 
Cube in action. This is very handy for jumping between desktops while working on 
projects.

Example of Desktop Cube
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Upgrading Ubuntu

Upgrading Ubuntu 9.10 couldn't be easier with the upgrade tool. It can be found by 
clicking System-->Administration-->Update Manager.
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Once you click on Update Manager the following screen appears.

It will show you a list of updates that are available for you to install.  To install these 
updates click on Install Updates. You will then be asked for your system password, enter it 
and click enter. Your updates will then be installed automatically for you. In some cases 
you may be prompted to restart your system. This is necessary for some updates to take 
effect.
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Adding New Software Repositories(Libraries)

There is a lot of open source software available online and a lot of that software is geared 
for Ubuntu or the Gnome desktop environment. Sometimes you will come across software 
that interests you or that you might need for a certain task or project. But when you look, 
you find that the defualt software repositories in the Ubuntu Software Center don't have 
the software you're looking for. The easiest solution to this is the add the correct software 
repository to Ubuntu Software Center. First you will need to find the correct address for 
the repository you're looking for. These can normally be found either on the software site 
or someone will have posted the address on the Ubuntu forum. When you have the correct 
address click Sysrem-->Administrator-->Software Sources.  Then click the Other Software 
tab at the top of the window.

Now click the ADD button in the bottom left corner of the window and type or paste in the 
address of the new repository,. An example address could be:
“deb http://archive.ubuntu.com/ubuntu/ karmic main”. 
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Closing Statement

I hope this document has been helpful to you. I've been using Ubuntu for awhile now and 
find it to be an excellent operating system. I hope you enjoy using it as much as I do. You 
can find plenty of help online if you need further information. One of the great things 
about this operating system is that you can customise it to your own needs. It can seem 
very different at first but it is well worth taking the time to get to know this operating 
system. It's free and will remain free into the future. Never having to pay for an operating 
system again is a real bonus and helps a lot of people around the globe get access to 
education and information that would otherwise be unavailable to them. 

Thank you for supporting open source!

Think Linux! Think Ubuntu!
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